
 
 

Updated 4/26/2021 
 

 
WGSS Summer 2021 Course Descriptions 

 
Introduction to Gender, Race, and Sexuality Studies 
WGSS 101:B3 (06/01/2021 - 07/09/2021) 
Anel Méndez Velázquez                                      
This course is designed as an interdisciplinary introduction to the topics, questions, and concepts in the 
study of gender, race, and sexuality. The main goal of this course is to help students develop the critical 
thinking skills that will allow them to question and analyze the gender and race power dynamics that 
organize the world in which we live. In this class we will explore gender, sexuality, racialization, ethnicity, 
colonialism, class, and knowledge production, and how these construct one another, and are intertwined 
and integrated in people’s lives, knowledge, and cultural practices. Students will have the opportunity to 
read, discuss, and write using theoretical, narrative, and experience-oriented texts, as well as audiovisual 
materials. Through the course, students will develop interdisciplinary analysis skills and feminist 
thinking tools useful for addressing knowledge produced in various disciplines, as well as contemporary 
issues, and the media and cultural products that we encounter in our everyday lives.    
 
 
Introduction to Gender, Race, and Sexuality 
WGSS 101:E2 (06/28/2021 - 08/06/2021) 
Nehal Nasser 
This course will offer an introduction to Women's Gender and Sexuality Studies, an interdisciplinary 
academic field that explores critical questions about the meaning of gender, race and sexuality in society. 
We will read contemporary and classic texts from a wide range of disciplinary, personal and political 
perspectives from around the globe, and look at how gender race and sexuality show up in various forms 
of media. Course topics include: sex, gender, the waves of feminism in the United States, imperial and 
transnational feminisms, intersectionality, privilege and power. These topics will allow for critical 
examination of how gender, race and sexuality give form and meaning to our experiences and sense of 
self and the world around us. The primary goal of this course is to prepare students to participate 
effectively in the larger public conversations about the role of gender in society and apply the tools of 
women’s and gender studies in their academic, personal, and professional lives.  
 
 
Introduction to Gender, Race, and Sexuality 
WGSS 101: E3 (06/28/2021 - 08/06/2021) 
Mich Ling 
This course will trace the entanglements of race, gender and sexuality that animate critical discourses of 
the U.S. as empire. With an eye for the historical contexts which produced them, we will look at the 
political emergence of coalitions like ‘Third World,’ ‘women of color,’ and ‘Asian American Pacific 
Islander’ and the different tactics they used to address white supremacy, colonialism, patriarchy and 
other formations of power. How does looking back help us understand how race, gender and sexuality 
affect us in the present? Can thinking about the U.S. as an empire, or a settler colony, help us understand 
how we came to believe that assimilation and belonging to a nation are modes of equality and justice? My 
goal is to give you the tools to engage critically with these big ideas and draw connections between them 
and the daily struggles that shape you and your communities.  
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Introduction to Gender, Race, and Sexuality 
WGSS 101:E4 (06/28/2021 - 08/06/2021) 
Amanda Haziz Ginsberg 
In this course, we will consider different movements, events, or debates from the current moment– police 
violence and surveillance, ICE and Detention, the question of abolition, the differentiated effects of the 
current pandemic and the intertwined legacies of settler colonialism, imperialism, and structural racism–
to consider how power interfaces with the production of difference in the United States in 2021. Rather 
than assuming race, gender or sexuality to be natural categories, we will instead consider how these 
categories are produced as common sense, and we will study how this production often reinforces 
structures of oppression and deeply impacts the reality we find ourselves living in and through. We’ll 
examine the practices of power that both produce and consolidate mainstream understandings of 
difference and trace how those understandings have been instrumentalized towards certain enactments 
and naturalizations of power. 
 
 
Introduction to Gender, Race, and Sexuality  
988:101:E5 (06/28/2021 - 08/06/2021) 
Carlos Burgos 
In this course, we will think about the ways that race, gender, and sexuality structure our social worlds 
and intimate lives. We will ask what it means to understand these categories as ‘socially constructed’ and 
consider the mechanisms through which they are produced and reproduced. At the same time, we will 
pay careful attention to the material ways in which power is organized and distributed through these 
categories. Assuming that these are not ‘natural’ categories we will look at the structural work that goes 
into making them appear so, and consider the ways in which their meanings and efficacy change over 
time. In the latter weeks of the course, we will begin to think more about the value and pitfalls of using 
identity categories as analytical frameworks and organizing platforms. The course is invested in an 
interdisciplinary approach and as such we will broach these questions by engaging a cross-section of 
academic, literary, popular culture, and activist texts. The course is designed to be not only an academic 
endeavor, but also an attempt to bridge our academic, personal, and political investments, as such you 
are encouraged to bring your life experiences and politics into the course and classroom as a valuable set 
of knowledges that we will attempt to build upon and challenge. 
 
 
Introduction to Gender, Race, and Sexuality 
WGSS 101:H1 (07/12/2021 - 08/18/2021) 
Sam Brooks 
This course is an introduction into race, gender, and sexuality as social and political power formations. 
We will explore how these categories are institutionalized and resisted in the US in the past and present. 
We will unravel these issues through theoretical works from the following academic traditions: Black 
Feminism, critical race studies, feminist studies, and LGBTQ studies. We will also research 
documentaries, popular culture, creative writing, and social media activism as social texts that are central 
to these considerations. 
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Feminist Practices 
01:988:201:B1 (06/01/21 - 07/09/21)  
Camila Belliard 
This online course analyzes the different ways feminist practices are articulated from a transnational 
perspective. We will be drawing from Cherrie Moraga's "theory in the flesh", the foundational work of 
This Bridge Called My Back, and feminist discussions of the tensions between theory and practice. You will 
learn pathways of practice for grounded knowledge production, embodied positionality, and activist 
work. This course is 100% online asynchronous, you will interact with multiple tools and resources and 
participate in weekly discussions with peers, all assignments are designed to promote writing, critical 
thinking as well as creative skills.  
 
 
Gender, Culture, and Representation 
01:988:202: B1 (06/01/2021 - 07/09/2021) 
Sarah Orsak slo53@rutgers.edu; 
This asynchronous online course introduces foundational frameworks from WGSS through a focus on 
media and representation. Representation is a longstanding feminist concern and media analysis allows 
students to connect feminist scholarship to their own media consumption practices. Problematizing 
media allows us to problematize representations of gender/race/sexuality; evaluating the social 
construction of these identities allows us to evaluate the social production of media objects. The course 
introduces WGSS and media criticism as methodologies—students will engage these frameworks as 
analytic methods through their written assignments. 
 
The course begins by introducing WGSS as a discipline through the key concepts of social construction, 
intersectionality, neoliberalism, and different types of feminism. The next unit asks how these 
frameworks help analyze a range of media objects. Each week introduces a different lens with which to 
analyze identity and power in media—from feminist engagements with the gaze to the Marxist critique of 
ideology. The course takes a capacious approach to media and representation, discussing Instagram, fine 
art, advertising, news reporting, television, GIFs, and even textbooks. The final two units showcase how 
these analytic lenses reveal structures of power in representations of science and medicine and of 
criminality. These case studies illustrate how texts which seem like straightforward reports are in fact 
produced through (and themselves reproduce) ideas about gender, race, and sexuality. 
 
Dynamics of Race, Class and Sex 
988:235:H1 (07/12/2021 - 08/18/2021) 
Paloma Caravantes 
This course explores the complex ways in which race, class, and gender intersect with one another to 
create systemic forms of inequality at the local, national, and global level. This is a reading intensive and a 
discussion-based course. Readings will introduce students to the interdisciplinary study of the social 
mechanisms and cultural structures that generate and reproduce a multiplicity of economic, social, and 
political oppressions. 
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Feminist Theory in Historical Perspective 
988:301:B1 (06/01/21 - 07/09/21) 
Tyler Carson 
This course tracks the various developments within the history of feminist theory. It begins with its 
emergence in and out of liberal, psychoanalytic, and Marxist conceptualizations of the subject. It then 
examines a number of feminist theories which build off and/or depart from these origins including: care-
focused feminism, ecofeminism, black feminism, postcolonial and transnational feminism, postmodern 
feminism, and queer and trans feminism. 
 
 
Topics in Women’s and Gender Studies: Anti-Racist and Queer Abolition 
01:988:396:H1 (07/12/2021 - 08/18/2021) 
Amir Mohamed Aziz  
The course examines how feminist, anti-racist, queer, and various social movements theorize and put in 
practice strategies of prison abolition towards ending mass incarceration and addressing police 
violences, surveillance, and carceral oppressions that disproportionately affect women, Black, 
Indigenous, and people of color (BIPOC), undocumented people, Muslims, and trans, intersex, non-binary, 
and gender non-conforming individuals within a global context. This course is fully online and will take 
place on Canvas. Zoom will not be required. 
 
 
Introduction to Social Justice 
904:201:E1 (06/28/2021 - 08/06/2021) 
Carlos Burgos 
Abolition? What are they talking about? This course moves through an intimate examination of canonical 
theoretical frameworks that build on each other toward several perspectives on police and prison 
abolition movements. We will examine dynamics of various approaches to social justice as they relate to 
policing in the United States, which has become central to social justice conversations around the world 
over the past few years. Linking competing theories of social justice to hierarchies grounded in race, 
ethnicity, nationality, gender, class, and sexuality, we will attempt to understand particular strategies and 
theories for social change. All opinions are necessary and healthy disagreement is encouraged to move us 
toward spaces of nuanced and complex understanding. 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 


