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Sextarianism is concerned with how state power is articulated and circulates, the sites at which it is amplified, and how it is lived
and experienced at the beginning of the 21st century. It is also an ethnography of Lebanon that focuses on legal and bureaucratic
praxis on the one hand, and activism and social movements that aim to produce a better state and a better relation to state power,
on the other. To that end Sextarianism explores the relationships between sovereignty, political difference and sexual difference
(chapter 1), the curation, destruction, and assembling of legal archives (chapter 2), the regulation and experience of religious
conversion (chapter 3), “evangelical secular” activism aimed at the legal system (chapter 4), and the materiality of power in an
“epidermal state” as articulated through hymen exams and anal exams. I am interested in the juridical, bureaucratic, and affective
aporias and contradictions of state power, and how people live and articulate those aporias and contradictions. If state power aims
to make visible, discrete, regulate, and surveil categories of difference within a biopolitical grid, that power is only amplified when
we reproduce the effects of power— such as sect, sexuality, sex and nation— as untroubled and untroubling analytic categories.

At a different scale, Sextarianism thinks through some dominant themes that are co-travelers: citizenship, sovereignty, biopolitics,
sexual difference, and secularism. These are, to employ a term we use in graduate seminars, the “key terms” of my manuscript.
Finally, Sextarianism is a gathering of different academic debates, fields and their related literatures and readerships. I stage a
conversation between Anthropology, History, Feminist and Queer Theory, and Middle East Studies, and highlight the relationships
between epistemology, methodology, and disciplinarity when it comes to subjects such as sectarianism, sexuality, war, activism,
and state failure/sovereignty. Throughout Sextarianism I stress the relational, multiple, and polyvalent nature of ethnographic,
archival, and feminist research, knowledge production, and theory.

This talk will be based on chapters of Mikdashi's book manuscript, which will be sent in advance upon completion of the meeting
registration for review and to offer feedback.
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